
  
 

 

As a follow up to the articles published about the need for an operating referendum, please find below the 
financial specifics. Rush City School District is asking for an additional $600.00 per pupil.  Residents of the 
school district will be asked to vote on the referendum November 7, 2017.  The cost to residents will be 
$118.00 a year on a $100,000.00 property value, or $9.83 a month. Total revenue generated will be 
approximately $600,000.00 a year for our schools.  

The financial challenges highlighted show why the additional revenue is needed.  The additional revenue 
will allow us to maintain our current programs and possibly restore some of the reductions previously made.  
Listed below are examples of the reductions and revenue losses.  

2017/2018 
Adopted Budget 

Expenses 

2017/2018 
Adopted Budget 

Revenue  

Difference To Balance the 
Budget  

Total Reduced for 
17/18 

Fund Balance  

$9,310,271.00 $9,191,997.00 - $118,000.00 We did not replace 
2 teachers that 

resigned from CE 
Jacobson  

Average Salary & 
Benefits of RC 

Teacher = 
$60,000.00 x 2  

$120,000.00  

Currently at 
minimum board 
policy of 10% 

 

Best practices 
recommends15% 

 

 

Reductions in Expenses Cost  Total 

2 CE Jacobson Teachers (17/18) $60,000.00 $120,000.00 

2 HS Teachers (16/17) $60,000.00 $120,000.00 

School Wide Teacher on Special 
Assignment (16/17) 

$60,000.00 $60,000.00 

Staff Development Funds (16/17) $73,000.00 $73,000.00 

Supplies & Curriculum (16/17) $60,000.00 $60,000.00 

Athletics (17/18) $10,000 10,000.00 

Sub Total   $443,000.00 

Reduction in Revenue and 
Ongoing Expenses 

Cost  Total  

Reduction in Enrollment  $9000.00 per 
student  

About 40 
students over 
the past five 

years 

-360,000.00 

No longer fiscal host of SCRED  -$200,000.00 -$200,000.00 

Annual Inflation  Approximately 
3 %  

$180,000.00 

Sub Total  740,000.00 

TOTAL Needs   1,183,000.00 

       WHY DOES RUSH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEED AN  

OPERATING REFERENDUM?  

Total Budget Reductions and/or 
Reductions in Revenue Over The Last 

Two Years: 
 

When adding these up, you will notice we 
cannot restore all reductions. 
 
Yet without the additional revenue, we 
will not be able to restore any of the 
reductions.  
 
Unfortunately the list of reductions will 
grow longer resulting in loss of teaching 
positions and programs.  
 
The new revenue will be used for 

operating expenses only.   
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Frequently Asked Questions  
 

How will the operating referendum impact farm land?  
For an operating referendum, farm property is taxed on the value of the house, garage and one acre of land.  
 
Why are you asking for additional revenue when you had money to fix the roof and track?  
For the first time in over 20 years, the state of MN allocated funds to school districts for facility updates and repairs 
ONLY. The facility funds we received are being used to complete the roof repair on CE Jacobson, resurface our very 
uneven track, and protect our parking surfaces. Citizens of Rush City have supported our beautiful facilities for many 
years, and we want you to know we are utilizing the new funds from the state to protect your investments. 
 
What property tax assessments do we already have for our school district? 
In 2014 the State of Minnesota allowed school districts to implement a Board Approved Referendum of $300.00 per 
pupil.  This amount was equalized from the state at 62%; therefore the impact on taxpayers was $34.00 per YEAR on 
100,000.00-property value.  In 2015 the state of MN allowed districts to implement Local Operating Revenue up to 
$300.00 per pupil and equalized by the state at 46%.  The total impact on taxpayers became $93 per YEAR on 
$100,000.00 property value.  Most recently an additional $124.00 (maximum allowed by the state is $724.00) was 
approved by the school board resulting in a total of $114.00 per YEAR 100,000.00 property value. The $724.00 per 
pupil is the amount allowed for all districts in the state and therefore is the same as other districts.   
 
The Operating Referendum question that will be on the ballot this November 2017 is for an additional $600.00 per pupil 
resulting in an increase of new taxes in the amount of $118.00 per YEAR on a $100,000.00 OR $9.83 per MONTH on a 
$100,000.00 property value. 
 
Why do we need an Operating Referendum for more money when we already have the Tiger Classic Golf Tournament 
and the Rush City Youth Sports Club Cadillac dinner that raise money for the school?  
While the very generous donations from these fundraisers are greatly appreciated by the school, the school does not 
conduct them.  Furthermore, the funds from the Tiger Golf Classic are donated with the specific purposes of allowing 
our High School students to engage in activities and sports with no or very little additional fees to the student’s 
family.  This is one of Rush City points of pride.  All of our students have access to participate! The Cadillac dinner is a 
fundraiser for the Rush City Youth Sports Club.  In addition to the voluntary organization of our community sports 
program for younger athletes, over the years they have made many generous contributions to the HS sports programs 
especially in terms of equipment.  Without the donations, the money would need to come from the operating 
budget.  The donations currently contribute about 20% of the total operating costs for activities at the High School. 
Surrounding school district fees for activities range from $50.00 per activity up to $210.00 per activity.  On one end the 
fee would be less than the generous donations we receive to the other end that would become cost prohibitive for 
some families. We are currently able to offer access for all because of the generous donations and fundraising efforts 
of our community members.  Implementing fees would not solve the budget challenges. 
 
Are there other ways to increase funding?  Decrease costs? 
There are basically three ways to increase funding: 1) from the legislature voting to increase school funding, 2) 
increasing our enrollment (which we are working on) and 3) voter approved operating referendum.  To decrease 
operating costs, the only thing we can do is reduce programs and staff as 75% percent of the budget is staffing.  The 
remaining are operating costs such as heat, gas, electricity, and supplies.  
 
How does Rush City compare to other school districts in MN?  
Rush City School district is the 13th lowest funded school district in the state of MN.  
 
For more answers to your questions – please contact Teresa Dupre, Superintendent, @ 320-358-4855 or attend one of 
the Community Information sessions.  
 Thursday September 21 @ 6:30 PM | Rush City High School| HS Media Center  
 Thursday October 26 @ 6:30 PM | Rush City High School | HS Media Center 
 
 

 
 
 




